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ABSTRACT 



The primary objective of the Success Stories: From Learning 
to Leadership project, which was conducted by a private consulting firm, was 
to provide technical assistance to the Pennsylvania Department of Education's 
Bureau of Adult Basic and Literacy Education (ABLE) in its efforts to select 
and recognize the achievements of 10 outstanding ABLE students in 1996. The 
project’s staff edited the nominations, made the arrangements necessary for 
the winners to participate in the national Commission on Adult Basic 
Education (COABE) conference at which the award ceremony was held, handled 
the required payments for the conference, prepared and published 2,000 copies 
of a booklet profiling the 10 outstanding students, and provided each of the 
9 ABLE programs with award winners with 200 flyers for promotional purposes. 
In the booklet, which was titled "Learning to Leadership, " the 10 award 
winners emphasized their achievements as a direct result of the adult 
education they had received. (The booklet profiling individual award winners 
is included.) (MN) 
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ABSTRACT 



Title: SUCCESS STORIES: From Learning to Leadership 
Project No: 98-6001 Funding: $19,500 

Project Director: Dr. Sherry Royce Telephone: (717) 569-1993 

Contact Person: Dr. Sherry Royce Telephone: (717) 569-1993 

Agency: Royce & Royce, Inc. 1938 Crooked Oak Drive, Lancaster, PA 7601 

PURPOSE: 

SUCCESS STORIES provides technical assistance to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education's (PDE's) Bureau of Adult Basic and Literacy Education (ABLE) in selecting and 
recognizing ten Outstanding ABLE students via an awards ceremony and publication of the 
SUCCESS STORIES booklet and flyers. The awards ceremony for this year's project was held 
in conjunction with the National COABE conference in Pittsburgh. 

PROCEDURES: 

Project staff edited the nominations, made arrangements for winners' participation at COABE 
'96 and handled payments for the conference. Project staff prepared and published 2000 
Success Stories Booklets. Every interested sponsor of a Success Stories outstanding student 
received 200 Flyers for promotional purposes. Project staff conducted the project evaluation. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

This year's award winners stressed their achievements as a direct result of the adult education 
they had received and in two cases demonstrated their new found prowess in reading and 
writing. 

COMMENTS: 

The Success Stories project was faced with multiple difficulties this year, including the 
change of venue, the death of one of the outstanding students and a delay of approvals for the 
Success Stories Booklet. Nevertheless, the award ceremony that took place in Pittsburgh was 
gratifying to both outstanding students and ABLE staff alike, the Booklet was released and 
distributed and the Flyers that were produced with the students' stories will aid programs in 
their promotional endeavors. 

PRODUCTS: 

A Final Report, 2000 Success Stories Booklets and 200 flyers were provided to the nine 
programs with Success Stories award winners desiring them. 



DESCRIPTORS: 



FINAL REPORT 

SUCCESS STORIES: From Learning to Leadership 

A 353 Special Project FY 1995-96 

Funded by PDE: $19, 500 # 98-6001 

BACKGROUND 

Ever since 1978, Pennsylvania has been honoring its outstanding Adult Basic Education (ESL and 
GED) students at an awards ceremony and legislative luncheon at the Pennsylvania Association 
for Adult and Continuing Education's (PAACE's) annual Midwinter Conference. This awards 
ceremony followed by the publication of the Success Stories Booklet and local program flyers 
constitute one of the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) Bureau of Adult Basic and 
Literacy Education's (ABLE's) best awareness vehicles. 

This year neither the awards ceremony nor the publication of the Success Stories Booklet took 
place as in the past. The ceremony was held May 17, 1996 as part of the national Commission on 
Adult Basic Education (COABE) conference. Approval of copy was delayed at state level and 
the book was finally published one month later. The award ceremony that took place in Pittsburgh 
was gratifying to both outstanding students and ABLE staff alike and the Flyers that were 
produced with the students' stories will aid programs in their promotional endeavors. 

PROJECT GOALS , OBJECTIVES , AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The primary goal of this project, providing assistance to PDE in conducting the award ceremonies 
for the 1995 students of the year, was accomplished. 

THE SELECTION PROCESS 

Every local agency funded by PDE under Section 322/353 or Act 143 is eligible to submit one 
candidate for outstanding student of the year and this year 40 nominations were received by 
PDE's Division of ABLE. The criteria for nomination emphasized students' career plans and 
accomplishments as a result of their education and nominating agencies' innovative programming 
to meet students needs. 
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All nominations were rewritten by project staff to insure the information was contained on a single 
page and gave minimal evidence of the nominee's name or program origin. The Success Stories 
Selection Committee met in early December. 

Committee member included: 

Cynthia L. Butler, Vice President Peggy Greene, Instructor 

Corporate Equal Opportunity Program Manager Harrisburg State Hospital 
Dauphin Deposit Bank 



Cheryl Harmon, Resource Specialist 
PDE, Bureau of ABLE 

Caroline Henry 
Harrisburg School District 

Ella Morin, Special Programs Director 
PDE, Bureau of ABLE 

Sherry Royce, Project Director 
Success Stories 



John Heisey, Supervisor 
Lebanon Adult Learning Center 

Paula Smith, Coordinator 
Region 6 Staff Development Center 

Frank Paul, Instructor GED 

Red Land Community Action Program 

Mike Wilson, Adult Literacy 
Central Susquehanna IU. 16 



Panel members rated each candidate according to nine selection criteria and determined their 
top fifteen choices. The ten nominees receiving the highest number of panel member votes from 
among the top fifteen were chosen Outstanding Students of 1994. 

SUCCESS STORY winners for 1995 and their programs are: 



George F. Benditt Sr. 
Margaret George 

Elaine Handline 
Bruce W. Harris 
Khamphanh Soulinhavong 
Linda Mallery 
Sister Yolanda Martinez 
William Torres 
Sue Virgili 
Tracey White 



Bradford-Wyoming County Literacy Council 

Luzerne County Community College 

IDEA/ Adult Literacy Training & Assistance Program 

Eagleville Hospital 

Connelley Technical Institute 

Scranton Council for Literacy Advance (SCOLA) 

Altoona Area School District 

Erie Adult Learning Center 

Northampton Community College Adult Education 

Intermediate Unit 1 Adult Learning Center 

Germantown Women's Education Project 
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CO ABE '96 CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 

This year the outstanding students supplied photographs and negatives to the project coordinator 
who had them blown up into 5X7s and mounted for display at the COABE conference. Following 
a luncheon attended by students, program staff, state staff and PAACE officers, the outstanding 
students were presented at a special session and told their stories. Each student received a 
certificate and plaque from the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Bureau of ABLE and a 
savings bonds from the Dauphin Deposit Bank. Informal photographs were taken during the 
luncheon and at the awards ceremony and a group picture was taken following the luncheon. 
These photographs were sent to the students and their programs. 

CONFERENCE EVALUATION 

Believing it to be a privilege to direct this project, every attempt was made by SUCCESS 
STORIES project director, Sherry Royce, to provide the outstanding students and their directors 
with efficient, courteous and prompt service. In the follow-up evaluation by program director, one 
director mentioned difficulty in finding the room where the luncheon was scheduled, another was 
delighted that pictures were sent since none of their group took a camera along. All seemed 
satisfied with the conference arrangements. 

SUCCESS STORIES PUBLIC A TIONS 

Some 2,000 copies of SUCCESS STORIES were distributed to all PDE Bureau of ABLE 
programs and special projects; ABLE special task forces, the Pennsylvania Department of Labor 
Single Point Of Contact (SPOC) programs, and advocates of adult education in the 
Commonwealth. In addition, all members of the Pennsylvania legislature and all Pennsylvania 
members of the US Congress will receive the Booklet as well as state departments of adult 
education, and adult education national and regional clearinghouses. 

Each award winning adult learner and their program director will receive ten copies of the 
Success Stories Booklet. The programs will also receive 200 promotional flyers featuring their 
student. Ten copies will go to Pennsylvania's five Adult Education Professional Development 
Centers and some 50 copies to AdvancE, Pennsylvania's ABLE clearinghouse. Five copies of the 
Final Report will be provided to PDE, Bureau of ABLE. 
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